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Recently, while in Nigeria, I received an urgent sick-call to visit an

unbaptized child, about two years old, admitted to the Intensive Care

Unit. The child's condition was extremely serious because he had

suffered two cardiac arrests and was connected to life-support

equipment. The monitors displayed fluctuating vital signs, and every

rise or fall in the readings triggered alarm sounds from the machines.

When I arrived, I met the parents, standing helplessly. Their pain and

anxiety were obvious. It was one of those moments that remind us how

fragile life can be.

After assessing the situation, I explained that the child only needed to

be baptized and not the Anointing of the Sick at that critical point. So, I

administered the Sacrament of Baptism. As I prayed and poured the

water, the baby's blood pressure suddenly rose to about 140/90 as

displayed on the monitor. Thus, the monitors began sounding

continuously, and the child's little body started trembling. The parents,

terrified by what they were seeing, kept calling the baby's name over

and over again, pleading through their tears: "Please... don't do this to

us. Stay with us...You'll be fine." I was troubled. A week later, after

Mass, the child's grandmother approached me. She introduced herself

and mentioned the baby's name. Immediately, I remembered the little

one I had baptized in the ICU. My first question was, "How is the

baby?" With great joy, she replied, "Father, I am happy to tell you that

immediately after the baptism, the baby suddenly began to recover”.

The child was moved from the ICU to a regular hospital room, and after

a few days, was discharged completely well." My heart was filled with

gratitude. It was such a comforting and joyful update to receive. Now,

I'm sharing this story to remind us of the greatness of God and the grace

He freely gives through the Sacraments. The Sacraments are not empty

rituals. They are real encounters with Christ, who continues to touch

lives through His Church. God does not always choose to heal in the

way we hope or according to our timetable. Yet He is always present,

giving the grace that is needed. In this case, He granted both

sacramental grace and, physical healing as well. May this testimony

encourage all of us to place our confidence in Christ, to seek the

Sacraments with faith, and never lose hope, even in the darkest

moments.

Have a blessed week

Fr Andrew
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